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Here are descriptions and illustrations of 1,492 species from 77 families - virtually all of the

wildflowers found from British Columbia to Baja California, from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific

Ocean. Grouped by color, each species description includes field marks, size, habitat, range,

flowering season, and common and scientific names.
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Roger Tory Peterson, one of the world's greatest naturalists, received every major award for

ornithology, natural science, and conservation as well as numerous honorary degrees, medals, and

citations, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom. The Peterson Identification System has been

called the greatest invention since binoculars. These editions include updated material by Michael

O'Brien, Paul Lehman, Bill Thompson III, Michael DiGiorgio, Larry Rosche, and Jeffrey A. Gordon.

If you are not familiar with dichotomous keys (perhaps in a college science class) this might seem a

little confusing... but start your flower search with the keys before you go to the drawings/plates. You

will find your subject more quickly than trying to match pictures. I think this the flaw in the Audubon

Series. Plus you get an education of sorts.I just bought a new old copy of the book because my

original 1976 copy was falling apart. I did this with great reluctance because over the years, I had

created color plates with my colored pencils truly making the book even more useful. I spent many

great days in the field finding and identifying wildflowers and then coloring my plates. Now... do I



start over... or try to transfer the color plates to the new book? I got the vintage leather covered copy

and it is magnificent. Think the vocabulary tough... get a copy of Phillip Munz, A California Flora and

just start reading on any page...

I love this book. A great reference for artists and plant lovers. I actually have two of these now

because I thought I lost the first one in a move, but it turned up. If I ever lose those I will be buying

this book yet again. The field guide collection in general is amazing. I own the whole north american

plant series.

wish someone would update this book. classic work but quite out of date in many ways. still using it,

tho!

This book is a nice reference book for wildflowers

The large, clear line drawings of flower, leaf, seed pod, and root are so helpful. I was surprised by

its comprehensiveness for my purposes, and found several plants in this one that are not included

an any other of my many other guidebooks for this area. This became one of go-to references.

Beautiful and colorful pictures. Used it for class and in the field now.

I use this book as a reference for sketching flowers. It's great!

Best field guide ever. No color pictures. But if you know plant families, this will take you right to

species in the pacific states. Colors change and evolve with environment, so good line drawings are

a better way to ID flowers. The book is arranged by flower color as well. So one can go through the

drawings page by page till you find a match. It is better to learn the plant families and use this

excellent book to find the species. Highly recommend this book for wildflower enthusiasts. Also

recommend "Botany in a Day" to learn the plant families easily.
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